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In case you were not aware, 
Governor Josh Shapiro 
proclaimed July 24-28, 2023, 
to be Paralegal Week. I’ve 
been part of the MCPA Board 
for close to four years now, 
and it’s been such a rewarding 
experience to get to know 
such knowledgeable, hard-
working, and simply fantastic 
people. In celebration of this 
year’s Paralegal Week, I would 
like to thank you all for being 
part of this Association. Happy 
(belated) Paralegal Week! 
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YOU’VE BEEN SERVED 
BY MICHELE M. HARRIS, LPI 
 

Harris Investigations posts ads often about hiring individuals to work with us as private investigators and process 
servers.  Although we may get many applications, in many cases, once they realize what the work entails or that it is 
not as you see on TV, many turn the job down. 

If you were to take the position, often there are no education or licensing 
requirements. However, one rule in most states is that you must be over 18 with 
no felonies on your record. 

Not all private investigators serve papers, though we recommend you use one 
instead of just a process server.  Why?  Laws vary by state, and in most states 
(including Pennsylvania), individuals must complete a prerequisite training time 
under another licensed private investigator.  Subsequently, you are licensed, 
bonded, and insured. 

In Pennsylvania, only constables have authority and can serve papers from the 
Magistrate or District Courts.  Otherwise, private service requires an 
appointment. 

The situations you must navigate to find and get someone served are not always clear-cut.  You can imagine that 
some people do not want to be located and will go to extremes in avoiding us.  Once Harris Investigations receives 
the paperwork, along with a property search, we check social media to see what the subject looks like.  People who 
do not want to be served will lie about their identity, and having a photo or vehicle information ahead of time is 
helpful.  Most courts require three attempts on a person (one before 8 a.m., one from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., and one after 
6 p.m., with one being a weekend day). 

Simply using "You've been served!" and handing someone an envelope is a myth.  Technically, when serving a 
person, you must know what you are serving and inform the recipient without offering legal advice.  There are times 
when you must also read any particular bullet points, such as, “…there is a hearing on August 17 at 9 a.m.  You are 
ordered to appear.”  Each state has different requirements for proof of service; some require notarized affidavits.  In 
some states, personal service is required for all legal or court documents, while some only need it for custody, 
adoption, and divorce. 

We at Harris Investigations know the requirements for proper and enforceable service and are here to assist.  
Please feel free to reach out to us should a need arise. 

ATTENTION!!! CREDENTIAL RENEWAL REMINDER 
NFPA PACE Registered Paralegals 

NFPA CRP Certified Registered Paralegals 
Pa.C.P. Credentialed Paralegals 

Are your credentials expiring in 
AUGUST, SEPTEMBER &AUGUST? 

NOW is the time to submit your renewal application and proof of CLEs. 
For more information, visit: 

RP and CRP – www.paralegals.org or Pa.C.P. – www.keystoneparalegals.org  

http://www.paralegals.org/
http://www.keystoneparalegals.org/
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Know A Paralegal Who Would Benefit From Joining MCPA? 
Share A Newsletter With Them So They Can See What We Are All About! 

Then, They Can Visit www.montcoparalegals.org/members/ 
 

MCPA Professional and Student members enjoy the benefits of: 
The MCPA’s Newsletter, MCPA Today• 

Access To The MCPA Job Bank•Access To Other Professional Paralegals For Advice 
And Assistance In All Areas Of Practice•Monthly Meetings And CLEs Dealing With 

Topics That Affect Paralegals Today•Network With Paralegals And Other Members Of 
The Legal Community•Stay On Top Of Local And National Trends In Your Career• 

Automatic Membership In The National Federation Of Paralegal Associations (NFPA)• 
Subscription To The National Paralegal Reporter, The Official Magazine Of The NFPA 

 
MCPA welcomes paralegals from neighboring counties that do not have their own association. 

Please feel free to share this newsletter and invite them to become members!!! 
 

 
                                        

 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
Do you have an idea or article that could be used or published in an upcoming 
newsletter? Please get in touch with me at vmolloy@eastburngray.com 

 

NEW MEMBER: 
 

Sharon Wander,  
at EQ Technologic, Inc., 

 
 
 

http://www.montcoparalegals.org/members/
mailto:vmolloy@eastburngray.com
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WHO WE ARE 

 
OFFICERS 

 
 
 

 

Jennifer L. Echikson, Pa.C.P.—President 
Materese Family Law, P.C. 
MCPApres@gmail.com 
 

Jenn is a Family Law Paralegal at Materese Family Law, P.C. She graduated from Peirce 
College in 2009 with a Bachelor of Science in Paralegal Studies and became a certified 
paralegal through the Keystone Alliance of Paralegal Association in 2015. Jenn is co-
chair of the MCPA Planning Committee, is MCPA’s secondary delegate to the National 
Federation of Paralegal Association, and serves as Vice President and membership 
chair of the Family Law Paralegals of Pennsylvania. 

 

Dana Jorna, Pa.C.P. —Vice President 
Kane Pugh Knoell Troy & Kramer, LLP 
MCPAvp@gmail.com 
 

Dana is a Paralegal at the law firm Kane Pugh Knoell Troy & Kramer, LLP. She has been 
a member of the Montgomery County Paralegal Association since 2013, and a board 
member since 2018. More recently, she has become the National Federation of 
Paralegal Association secondary delegate, and chair of the Community Outreach & Pro 
Bono committee. Former President 2020-2021. 

 

Trista Davis —Treasurer 
Grim, Beihn & Thatcher, P.C. 
MCPAbursar@gmail.com  
 

Trista is an Trust and Estate Paralegal at the law firm of Grim, Biehn & Thatcher, P.C. 
She attended Central Pennsylvania College completing the Paralegal Program and 
graduated in 2009. In 2014, she received her Pa.C.P. certification through the Keystone 
Alliance of Paralegal Association. Trista lives in Douglassville with her husband and two 
children.  

 

Jennifer Kozlowski – Secretary 
MCPAsteno@gmail.com 
 

Jen earned her Associates Degree in 2011 from LCCC’s Paralegal Studies Program. She 
has experience with estates and real estate law and also previously worked in 
litigation, municipal law, and juvenile dependency. Jen joined the MCPA in 2020 and 
has been on the Board since 2022. She has recently taken over the roll of Co-chair of 
the Planning Committee. Outside of work Jen is the mother of 2 boys, wife and best 
friend to Andy, and dog-mom to Ruby.  

mailto:MCPApres@gmail.com
mailto:MCPAvp@gmail.com
mailto:MCPAbursar@gmail.com
mailto:MCPAsteno@gmail.com
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DIRECTORS 
 

 

Tracey Barnes, Pa.C.P. 
Tracey is a Paralegal at the law firm 
of Dischell Bartle & Dooley P.C. in its 
Lansdale office. She has been an 
active member since the 
organizations inception in 1999 and 
has been a Board Member, 
Secretary, Treasurer, President and 
Vice President. She is currently the 
Keystone Alliance of Paralegal 
Associations Credentialing Chair. In 
2017, she was appointed as the CLE-
Associations Co-Coordinator for the 
National Federation of Paralegal 
Associations (NFPA).  

 

Kelly A. Bresadola 
Kelly is a paralegal at Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Company. She 
does insurance defense work. Kelly 
has been a member of the 
Montgomery County Paralegal 
Assoc. for 4 years and part of the 
planning committee for the last 3 
years. She lives in 
Montgomeryville with her 
husband and 2 of her 3 children. 

 

 

 
Kharissa L. Donahue  
Kharissa is a Litigation Paralegal at 
the law firm Kane Pugh Knoell Troy & 
Kramer, LLP. She recently graduated 
from Bryan University with a degree 
in Paralegal Studies in 2021. 
Kharissa's experience is in motor 
vehicle accidents and personal injury 
law. She lives in Pottstown, with her 
two cats where she mainly reads and 
gardens. 

 

 

 
Victoria Molloy, Pa.C.P.  
Vic is a paralegal at Eastburn & 
Gray, PC, in Doylestown, PA. She 
graduated from Manor College 
and has spent the last two 
decades primarily working in Bucks 
County; however, she has also 
supported attorneys overseas 
while living on a military base.  
Vic’s experience has a broad range 
and is not limited to having 
supported attorneys who litigate 
and practice estate planning, 
employment discrimination, 
municipal, school, and special 
education law.  She lives in 
Montgomeryville, with her 
husband, two sons, and sweet, 
bowtie-wearing dogs. 
 

 
-WANT “ADD”S- 

Are you a company that our membership has used or would highly 
recommend?  MCPA would love to connect with additional sponsors. 

Our marketing committee can be reached at: 
mcpamarketing1@gmail.com  



P a g e  |7 August 2023 MCPA TODAY NEWSLETTER 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

BAR LIAISON Kelly Bresadola 
kabresadola@yahoo.com  

CLE COORDINATOR Tracey L. Barnes, RP, Pa.C.P. 
tbarnes@dbdlaw.com  

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH & PRO 

BONO 

Dana Jorna, Pa.C.P. 
djorna@kanepugh.com  

HOSPITALITY & EVENTS 
PLANNING/PUBLIC 

RELATIONS 

Jennifer Kozlowski 
jenniferkozlowski81@gmail.com  
 
Noreen Messmer, Pa.C.P. 
nmessmer@fordbuckman.com  

JOB BANK 
COORDINATOR 

Victoria Molloy, Pa.C.P. 
vmolloy@eastburngray.com  

KEYSTONE ALLIANCE 
DELEGATES 

Primary: 
Nancy Piechota, Pa.C.P. 
npiechota@mannionprior.com 
Secondary: 
Deborah Long, Pa.C.P. 
deblong420@gmail.com  

MARKETING OPEN 
POSITION 

MEMBERSHIP Tracey L. Barnes, RP, Pa.C.P. 
tbarnes@dbdlaw.com  

NEWSLETTER Victoria Molloy, Pa.C.P. 
vmolloy@eastburngray.com  

STUDENT AFFAIRS & 
MENTORING 

Laura O’Halloran, Pa.C.P. 
lpohalloran520@gmail.com  

NFPA DELEGATES 

Primary: 
Dana Jorna, Pa.C.P. 
djorna@kanepugh.com 
Secondary: 
Jennifer Echikson, Pa.C.P. 
jechikson@mflpa.com 

SOCIAL 
MEDIA/WEBMASTER 

Christopher Gregg, Pa.C.P. 
cgregg@kanepugh.com  

STUDENT LIAISONS 

Pierce College: 
Lisa Effrig Lagreca, Pa.C.P. 
lelagreca@mmgapts.com 
Bucks County Community College: 
Lisa Effrig Lagreca, Pa.C.P. 
lelagreca@mmgapts.com 
Lansdale School of Business: 
OPEN 
POSITION 
Villanova University: 
OPEN 
POSITION 

WHERE TO FIND US 

 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX 1765 

BLUE BELL, PA 19422 
 

Click here to email MCPA directly. 
 

Website: www.montcoparalegals.org 

: www.facebook.com/MCParalegals?ref=settings 

: www.linkedin.com/in/mcpa-paralegals-79034b70/ 
Direct Links: Membership 

Contact 
About Us 
Upcoming Events 
Newsletter 
Committees 
 
 
 

Benefits of Membership 
Legal Links 
News 
Our Sponsors 

BECOME A SPONSOR  
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https://www.montcoparalegals.org/about-us/
https://www.montcoparalegals.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.montcoparalegals.org/mcpa-today-newsletter/
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https://www.montcoparalegals.org/our-sponsors/
https://www.montcoparalegals.org/become-a-sponsor/

	INSIDE THIS ISSUE
	PRESIDENT’SMESSAGE
	BY JENNIFER ECHIKSON

	WHERE TO FIND USEDITOR:VICTORIA MOLLOY (VMOLLOY@EASTBURNGRAY.COM)
	/
	YOU’VE BEEN SERVED
	BY MICHELE M. HARRIS, LPI

	ATTENTION!!! CREDENTIAL RENEWAL REMINDER
	OFFICERS
	DIRECTORS
	Montgomery County Paralegal AssociationP.O. Box 1765Blue Bell, PA 19422
	Become a Sponsor


	-Want “ADD”s- Are you a company that our membership has used or would highly recommend?  MCPA would love to connect with additional sponsors. Our marketing committee can be reached at: mcpamarketing1@gmail.com
	COMMITTEE CHAIRS

